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SUBJECT: MTN: GROUP "SAFEGUARDS": CHAIRMAN'S SUMMING UP 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE CHAIRMAN'S SUMMING UP FOR THE 
SAFEGUARDS GROUP MEETING 17-20 NOVEMBER 1975, ISSUED 
24 NOVEMBER 1975 AS MTN/SG/3: 

QUOTE 

1. THE GROUP MET ON 17-20 NOVEMBER 1975. IT INVITED THE SECRETARY- 
GENERAL OF UNCTAD OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE TO ATTEND THIS SESSION OF 
THE GROUP AS AN OBSERVER. 

2. AS AGREED AT ITS LAST MEETING, THE GROUP EXAMINED THE QUESTIONS 
CONTAINED IN THE CHECK LIST WHICH IT HAD DRAWN UP AT ITS LAST 
MEETING (MTN/SG/2, PARAGRAPH 6). EXAMINATION ENABLED DELEGATIONS 
TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON THE GENERAL QUESTION OF THE SCOPE OF THE 
GROUP'S WORK AND ITS RELATION TO THE NEGOTIATIONS AS A WHOLE. 
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IT ALSO GAVE DELEGATIONS AN OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON ALL THE ASPECTS OF THE SAFEGUARD QUESTION 
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AND TO REACH A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE WAY IN WHICH DIFFERENT 
DELEGATIONS SAW THE PROBLEMS IN THIS AREA. THE DISCUSSION ALSO 
CLARIFIED THE RELATIONSHIP WHICH DELEGATIONS SAW BETWEEN DIFFERENT 
POINTS. DURING THE DISCUSSION A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT SUBSTANTIVE 
ISSUES WERE TOUCHED UPON. IT ALSO BECAME CLEAR THAT A FURTHER MORE 
DETAILED EXAMINATION OF A NUMBER OF ISSUES MIGHT BE USEFUL. 

3. THE GROUP INVITED THE SECRETARIAT TO DRAW UP THE FOLLOWING 
STUDIES FOR ITS NEXT MEETING: 

(A) THE FACTUAL SURVEY OF SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS REFERRED 
TO IN MTN/SGAV/6; 

(B) A FACTUAL STUDY ON DISPUTE SETTLEMENT SETTING OUT THE HISTORY 
OF THIS QUESTION IN THE GATT AND IDENTIFYING ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES 
USED IN OTHER INTERNATIONAL BODIES IN THE COMMERCIAL POLICY FIELD. 

4. ONE DELEGATION INDICATED THAT IT INTENDED TO SUBMIT A PAPER 
BEFORE THE NEXT MEETING OF THE GROUP. THE GROUP AGREED THAT IT 
WOULD BE OPEN TO DELEGATIONS TO MAKE COMMENTS AND PROPOSALS OF A 
SPECIFIC OR GENERAL NATURE IN WRITING AND THAT AT ITS NEXT 
MEETING THE GROUP WOULD TAKE UP ANY SUCH COMMENTS AND PROPOSALS 
AS HAVE BEEN CIRCULATED BY THAT TIME. 

5. THE CHAIRMAN HAD NOTED SUGGESTIONS THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL 
TO HAVE A FURTHER EXAMINATION OF THE POINTS SET OUR BELOW. HE 
PROPOSED, THEREFORE, THAT THOSE POINTS BE EXAMINED AT THE NEXT 
MEETING BEARING IN MIND THE POINTS MADE AT THE PRESENT MEETING, 

ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE LIST WAS NOT EXHAUSTIVE, THAT IT DID NOT 

INDICATE PRIORITIES AND THAT IT WAS WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE ADEQUACY 
OR INADEQUACY OF THE EXISTING MULTILATERAL SAFEGUARD SYSTEM AND 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE POSITION OF ANY DELEGATION AS TO 
THE SUBSTANCE OF THE POINTS TO BE DISCUSSED: 

(A) A FURTHER, MORE DETAILED EXPLORATION OF AGENDA ITEM (A), 

WITH A VIEW TO CLARIFYING THE RELATIONSHIP OF A MORE SATISFACTORY 
SYSTEM TO THE WIDE RANGE OF CURRENT SAFEGUARD PRACTICES, 

AND THE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE WORK PROGRAMME OF THE GROUP. 

(B) THE QUESTION OF A COMPARABLE FOOTING OF COMMITMENTS. 

(C) CRITERIA FOR INVOCATION OF SAFEGUARD MEASURES. 

(D) DEFINITION OF MINIMUM LEVEL OF IMPORTS. 
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(E) TIME-LIMITS AND DEGRESSIVITY. 

(F) CONTENT OF NOTIFICATIONS. 

(G) DISTINCTION BETWEEN SHORT-TERM AND LONG-TERM PROBLEMS. 

(H) QUESTION OF PERIODIC REPORTING. 

(I) POSSIBLE LINK BETWEEN ADJUSTMENT PROGRAMMES AND SAFEGUARDS. 

(J) THE QUESTION OF BURDEN SHARING. 

(K) SELECTIVITY VERSUS MOST-FAVOURED-NATION TREATMENT. 

IN DISCUSSING EACH OF THESE POINTS, THE QUESTION OF DIFFERENTIAL 
TREATMENT FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES SHOULD BE BORNE IN MIND. 
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6. THE GROUP AGREED TO HOLD ITS NEXT MEETINGAPRIL 1976. 

7. THE GROUP AGREED THAT THE CHAIRMAN SHOULD MAKE AN ORAL REPORT 
TO THE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE ON THE WORK OF THE GROUP. 

END QUOTE WALKER 
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